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The inaugural Heritage Day celebration 
was a great success, according to Col David 
Sage, JRTC and Fort Polk Garrison 
Commander.  The attendance topped 500 

guests, weather was 
accommodating, and 
the family members 
enjoyed the 
opportunity to visit, 
renew friendships and 
reconnect with the land they sacrificed over 
sixty years ago. 

One of the highlights of the opening 
ceremony was the signing of a memorandum 
of understanding by the JRTC and Fort Polk 
installation commander, Kisatchie National 
Forest Supervisor, and Northwestern State 
University.  This document further 

strengthens the 
ongoing partnership 
among the agencies 
to sustain the 
collection, archiving 

and sharing of this area’s rich cultural past. 
Over twenty-five families chose to display 

and share photographs, historic artifacts and 
other cherished treasures in the Family Booth 
activity room.  Across the hallway others were 
enjoying Me Maws homemade tea cakes, 
cookies or other munchies.  Down the corridor, 
many guests chose to purchase books or 
Heritage rose bushes or to interact with any 

number of educational booths that were 
available.  Photos were scanned and 
shared, oral histories were being 
collected, land ownership and other 
maps were reviewed, and cemetery 
headstone maintenance instruction was 
offered. 

Late in the morning, the Heritage 
Memorial was dedicated at Warrior 
Memorial Park across the street from 

the main post chapel.  If you haven’t made it by 
yet, it should surely be on you list to do.  Our 
guests enjoyed lunch at their own pace at Fall 
Fest activities ongoing over the weekend. 

For many, the highlight of the day was the 
facilitated 
bus tours 
of 
cemeteries 
and home 
places 
during the 
afternoon.  
Many 
family members stated they had not returned 
since their departure from the post decades ago.   

Whether our guests were moved by the 
opening ceremony, the interaction, the tea cakes 
or the tour, most will want to consider next 
November in their planning calendars for the 
upcoming Heritage Day reunion in 2008. 

Submitted By: Ted Hammerschmidt 

 

 

Reflections of 2007 Heritage Day



  Information Sought for Displaced  
Family Members 

 
 

 
 On Heritage Day, we were blessed to 

share the company of a special few; those 
who were displaced during the formation of 
Camp Polk.  We were proud to recognize 
your sacrifice, and honored by your 
presence.  As we continue to March toward 
the 2008 Heritage Day, we would 
especially like to ensure that we keep you 
informed of our progress, and perhaps ask 
your assistance in continuing to collect 
important historical information.  If you 
are, or know of any of those persons who 
were displaced, we would like to ask you 
to provide your contact information to Doc 
Moulton at the Fort Polk Public Affairs 
Office.   

 
The Calcasieu Ranger District of the U. S. Forest Service is 

searching for information and photographs of the Fullerton Lumber 
Mill.  The District, working with Forest Service archeologists, hopes 
to provide an interpretative trail of the mill site in the near future.  
If you have any information or photographs you would like to 
share, please bring them to Heritage Day. 
 
Thanks,  
Doug Rhodes, USFS 

 

 

 
Mr. Moulton can be reached by phone:  
337-531-6134, or by email: 
doc.moulton@us.army.mil.   

 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
  

  

 

 

  
 

These actions are accomplished largely 
by old fashioned physical labor employing 
machetes, pruning shears, handsaws, axes, 

and chainsaws.  On occasion, if the understory is 
too thick and the land 
supports it, a tractor 
equipped with a bush-hog 
and frontend loader is 
used to clear the bulk of 
the vegetation and remove 
the cut brush from the site 
proper. 

Most people from rural areas are quite 
familiar with yard 
work and clearing 
spaces in the 
forest for future 
use, whether it be 
utilitarian or 
simply to make a 
piece of property 
more aesthetically 
pleasing to those 
who live there.   

In the case 
of the historic 
properties on Ft. Polk, the environmental team 
has begun to clear areas of thick undergrowth 
to showcase the old well-established trees and 
other ornamentals that remain on these lands.  
Although none of the domiciles exist anymore 
there are a few historic site structures such as 
brick and mortar wells or dipping vats that are 
still present and intact.  Along with clearing 
thick underbrush and heavy vine growth for 
aesthetic reasons, this clean up will ensure 
that these structures will not be damaged from 
natural occurrences like root growth or 
damage from the fall of decayed trees. 

Once again, it is the 
goal of the Environmental 

Team at Ft. Polk to gradually clear these areas of 
thick vegetation on historic home sites to provide 
easy access to all parties interested in physically 
visiting these historic treasures or by visiting 
them via the Internet (i.e. photographed and 
documented home places) once this is established 
online.  

Submitted By: Danny Guillory 

The Environmental Team Works on
Historic Home Sites
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Advancing the Heritage Project
through Partnership

For those of us who 
were present on Heritage Day 
this past November, we 
witnessed the successful 
achievement of the first goal of 
the Heritage Project: to 
recognize, honor, and 
memorialize the families 
displaced during the formation 
of Camp Polk.  During this 
ceremony, we were witness to 
another important 
achievement: the final 
signature of the 
Memorandum of 
Understanding between 
Fort Polk, the U.S. Forest 
Service, and Northwestern 
State University (NSU).  
This agreement 
establishes a closer and 
more cooperative working 
relationship between these 
agencies in order to collect, 
preserve, protect, and make 
known to the public the 
invaluable cultural resources 
associated with the Fort Polk 
and Peason Ridge lands.  
Because of the magnitude and 
importance of this effort, our 
partnership will ensure that the 
combined resources and 
expertise of multiple agencies 
are brought to bear as we move 
forward.  

Many of you took the 
opportunity to visit the Fort 
Polk and Peason Ridge historic 
cemeteries during Heritage 
Day, and were witness to the 
results of the first cooperative 

cultural resources project 
involving the use of ground 
penetrating radar to locate and 
mark unidentified graves in the 
Zion Hill and Davis 
cemeteries.  We are continuing 
to focus on the cemeteries with 
an additional project scheduled 
for this summer.  Graduate 
students from NSU will be 
conducting a complete 

cemetery inventory utilizing 
the latest technology to capture 
grave location and 
identification, headstone 
photographs, inscriptions, and 
other important historical 
information.  The primary goal 
of this project is to ensure that 
the exact location and identity 
of the graves are captured and 
archived.  This effort will give 
Fort Polk and U.S. Forest 
Service cultural resource teams 
the ability to restore graves and 
markers to exact locations 
should headstones become 
damaged or unreadable in the 

years to come, ensuring the 
sanctity and posterity of all 
graves. 

The secondary goal of 
the project will be to use this 
data as the basis for 
constructing a virtual cemetery 
tour that can be accessed via 
the internet.  The vision for 
this virtual tour will be to 
create a website map of all the 
cemeteries, with panoramic 
photographs intended to come 
as close as possible to being 
there.  The graves will be 
visible on the map, as well as 
a listing of all known burials.  
Clicking on the gravesite or 
name will pull up a picture of 
the headstone and a brief 

biography of the person 
interred.  With inclement 
weather, differing 
accessibility, and family 
members living away from 
home, we may not always be 
able to pay our respects in 
person, but it is again our hope 
that the virtual cemetery tour 
will allow us to visit from afar. 

Standing alone, each 
individual agency would be 
hard pressed to accomplish the 
goals of the Heritage Project, 
but through the cooperative 
efforts outlined in the 
Memorandum of 
Understanding, together we 
can continue to preserve and 
safeguard our rich histories. 
 
Submitted By: Danny Hudson 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Cemetery Action Team’s effort to 
restore and maintain the Fort Polk and Peason 
Ridge cemeteries continues, with the recent 
finalization of the cemetery maintenance 
contract.  Personnel will be performing 
quarterly grounds maintenance activities to 
ensure that cemetery grounds are well kept.  
The Fort Polk cultural resources section also 
reports that all cemeteries are now identified 
under the Archaeological Resources 
Protection Act (ARPA).  Designating 
cemeteries under ARPA ensures increased 
legal protection, and is an effective tool for 
prosecuting illegal vandalism or excavation. 

 
Submitted By:  Danny Hudson 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The Fort Polk Heritage 
Collection will consist of 
information relating to the 
history and genealogy of 
people who settled on the lands 

now used by the Joint 
Readiness Training Center and 
Fort Polk.  This collection, 
through coordination with 
heritage family members and 
local historians, will cover the 
early settlement years (around 
1820) up to the years of family 
displacement due to the 
development of Camp Polk 
(around 1941).  The collection 
will be housed in the Fort Polk 
Curation Facility and in the 
Northwestern State 
University’s Cammie Henry 
Archival Library for 
preservation and public 
research. 

One hundred and two 
people have signed up to give 
oral histories to preserve their 

stories about living on the 
range and the experience of the 
Camp Polk displacement.   The 
Regional Folk Life Center at 
NSU has completed ten oral 
histories and continues to 
coordinate and capture this 
history.   

Cemetery Action Team Report

Heritage families 
continue to contribute 
photographs and documents 
for this collection. Documents 
include birth records, love 
letters, grocery receipts, tax 
receipts, recipes, and others.  
Family contributions are 
greatly appreciated today and 
will be even greater 
appreciated well into the 
future.                     (continued) 

The Fort Polk Heritage Collection  
Progress Report 



 
 

 
Family files are developed only when 

information and material is submitted for the 
family.  Electronic files have been created for 
most of the submissions, with the intent of 
developing an electronic library that will 
facilitate internet access to the collection.  If 
you have not provided information on your 
family to the Fort Polk Cultural Resources 
Management Office, your family is probably 
not represented.  Material can be loaned for 
duplication or donated for preservation. Thus 
far, the collection holds photographs and 
family information on the following families: 
Bass, Craft, Cryer, Hall, Haymon, Jeane, 
Jeter, McKee, Phillips, Singletary, Smith, 

Swain, and Whitley.  Research indicates that 
at least two hundred and fifty-five families 
represent the families displaced by the 
development of Camp Polk. At this time, only 
eleven families are represented in the Fort 
Polk Heritage Collection.  Persons having 
photographs or historic documents that relate 
the histories of families displaced from the 
development of Camp Polk should contact 
Ellen Ibert by telephone, (337) 531-0916, or 
email, Ellen.Ibert@us.army.mil, to include 
their families in this significant preservation 
effort. 
 

Submitted By: Ellen Ibert
 

The Fort Polk Heritage Collection Progress Report (Continued) 
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